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THE DECISION 
 

(i) To consider and take into account the outcome of statutory consultation as 
set out in Appendix 1. 

(ii) To approve the implementation of the enlargement of Wordsworth Infant 
School from a 2FE Infant to a 3FE primary from 1 September 2012.  This 
will be achieved by admitting 30 extra children to year R from 1 September 
2012 and in subsequent years.  The school will change from an infant 
school to become an all through primary school by changing the age range 
of pupils to be admitted from 4-7 year olds to 4-11 year olds.  In order to 
achieve the change of age range the school will expand.  Up to 90 pupils 
will be permitted to transfer from Year 2 (age 6) to Year 3 (age 7) or be 
admitted as casual vacancies to Year 3 (age 7) from 1 September 2015 
and in subsequent years.  This would have the effect of enlarging the 
school from a 2FE (60 places per year group) infant to a 3FE (90 Places 
per year group) primary, and increasing the net capacity of the school from 
180 to 630 by 1 September 2018. 

(iii) To note that the high level estimate of capital costs associated with the 
implementation of this decision is circa £4m, and to note the assumptions 
about affordability as set out paragraphs 11 – 20.  

 

 
 

REASONS FOR THE DECISION 
 

1. As Wordsworth Infant is a foundation school, only the governing body can 
carry out consultation on proposals to change the age range of the school.  
Having been made aware of the potential shortage of primary school places in 
the city and wishing to address the imbalance of infant and junior schools in 
the Shirley area, the school have conducted pre-statutory and statutory 
consultation (see Appendices 3 and 4) on proposals to expand the school and 
are now asking the LA to make a decision on the proposals. 

 
 



 

2. Southampton is facing a shortage of primary school places over the next 4-5 
years.  The LA has developed proposals to add approximately 2600 places to 
primary schools by September 2018.  However, additional places are required 
in the city, particularly in the Shirley area, in order to allow the LA to meet its 
statutory duty to provide a school place to every child in the city that wants 
one.  Wordsworth Infant school’s proposals would enable the LA to meet its 
statutory duty to provide a school place to all children in the city who want one 
in September 2012. 

3. There is currently an imbalance in the Shirley area between the number of 
Infant and Junior school places available.  The majority of the 90 children at 
Shirley Infant and 60 children from Wordsworth Infant apply for the 120 year 3 
places available at Shirley Junior School.  This potentially leaves 30 children 
without a junior school place within a reasonable distance from their home 
address.  This problem would be exacerbated by the additional infant school 
places that are required in the area and the change from a junior to a primary 
school of St Mark’s, which may previously have offered junior school places to 
those who did not get a place at Shirley Junior.  The change from an infant to 
a primary would address the imbalance in infant and junior school places in 
the Shirley area.  

 

 
 

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
 

1. The Council, as decision maker, could either; 

• Approve the proposals as published 

• Approve the proposals with modification (e.g. to implementation dates) 

• Approve the proposals subject to one of the limited statutory conditions, or 

• Reject the proposals 

2. If the proposals were rejected this would likely result in the LA being unable to 
fulfil its statutory duty to offer a school place to all those children in the city that 
want one. 

3. Consideration was given to expanding Shirley Infant and Junior schools, but was 
not taken forward due to a lack of internal and external space. 

4. In addition to increasing Wordsworth infant from 2FE to 3FE, the building of a 
2FE junior school on the Wordsworth Infant site was also considered.  However 
this would potentially result in 30 pupils from Wordsworth infant not being able to 
continue their key stage 2 educations with their peers, and was therefore not 
considered.   

 

 
 

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION 
 
None 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 
No 
 

 
 

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE RECORD 
We certify that the decision this document records was made in accordance with the 
Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) (England) 
Regulations 2000 and is a true and accurate record of that decision. 
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SCRUTINY 
Note: This decision will come in to force at the expiry of 5 working days from the date 
of publication subject to any review under the Council’s Scrutiny “Call-In” provisions. 
 

Call-In Period expires on   
 

 

Date of Call-in (if applicable) (this suspends implementation) 

 

Call-in Procedure completed (if applicable) 

 

Call-in heard by (if applicable) 

 

Results of Call-in (if applicable) 

 

 


